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Primary forest: naturally regenerated forest of native tree
species, where there are no clearly visible indications of human
activities and the ecological processes are not disturbed
Definitions provided under Global Forest Resources Assessment
2023.
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Note: Primary forests are home to Indigenous Peoples and local
communities and are the basis of their identity, culture, belief
system, traditional knowledge, and livelihoods. A forest meeting
the primary forest definition above would not be excluded due
to the presence of these communities.
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When the FSC Principles and Criteria were first approved in
October 1994, Principle 9 referred to the requirements for
certification of ‘primary’ forests. Principle 9 was subsequently
reviewed and replaced by the concept of ‘High Conservation
Value Forests’ , which was approved by the FSC members and
Board of Directors in January 1999. In 2012, the term High
Conservation Values (HCVs), including six HCV categories, was
introduced with the FSC Principles and Criteria V5, covering not
only forests, but also other ecosystems.
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1. Certification of primary forest is possible within the FSC
system when forest management is in conformity with
the requirements of the applicable Forest Stewardship
Standard, including but not limited to the HCV
requirements in Principle 9.
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3. Changes within a primary forest that significantly and
negatively affects its species composition, structure
and/or function, and reduces the ecosystem’s capacity
to supply products, support biodiversity and/or deliver
ecosystem services are considered degradation and
therefore prohibited by Criterion 6.9.
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NOTE T: Primary forests are covered by the definition of natural
forests. Criterion 6.9 regulates conversion of natural forests, that
according to the <Policy to Address Conversion FSC-POL-01-
007> covers gradual forest degradation as well as rapid forest
transformation.
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NOTE 2: <ADVICE-20-007-22 Advice Note on requirements for
certificate holders introduced by the Policy to Address
Conversion and M37/2021> enforces the revised Criterion 6.9 on
certificate holders, irrespective of the version of the <FSC-STD-
01-001

FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship> on which the
applicable Forest Stewardship Standard is based.

¥ 2. { ADVICE-20-007-22 Advice Note on requirements for
certificate holders introduced by the Policy to Address
Conversion and M37/2021
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